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From the Editor

Extravagant
Love
“Observe how Christ
loved us. His love was not
cautious but
extravagant. He didn’t
love in order to get
something from us but to
give everything of himself
to us. Love like that.” EPHESIANS 5:2 (THE MESSAGE)

Leave it to theologian Eugene Peterson to paint an image of
our Lord whose love is “extravagant!”  Lutheran educators are
extravagant loving like Christ loves, and living their lives
understanding what Christ wants.

From getting a glimpse of how two urban Lutheran schools
are teaching Christ, to being encouraged to use the gifts God
has given each of us, to being proactive in reaching the
youngest among us, Lutheran educators are loving
extravagantly! 

Teaching high school students how to fail? Being open to
God’s surprises even in retirement? Serving a Lutheran school
in the Dominican Republic even though it is clearly out of
your comfort zone? That is living a life of love.

And that is what Lutheran educators do day in and day out.
Whether it is patiently teaching a math concept for the 100th
time or tying shoelaces or offering forgiveness and grace, you
are teaching love to those entrusted to your care.

Peace!

Jill Zempel, Editor

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Executive Director

Powerful Pedagogues
This year marks the 40th anniversary of LEA’s publication
of “Powerless Pedagogues,” the thought-provoking and
challenging writing of Dr. Steven Schmidt during a time
when many in the Church and our society were asking
questions about their roles, their relationship to authority
and structure, and the essence of Lutheran education
ministry. The book itself has been used as a text for
discussion in the classrooms of many teacher education

courses at our Lutheran
higher education institutions.
It has become one of the most
memorable in the series of
yearbooks published by
Lutheran Education
Association in its 70-year
history. The content has been
met with a variety of reactions
over the years, but readers I
know have generally agreed
that many points made by Dr.

Schmidt continue to be relevant to the dialog we often have
today about the ministry of Lutheran education.

Recently God called Steve Schmidt home. It is an appropriate
time to remember how one servant was used to leave a mark
for generations to come. Steve wasn’t the kind of person who
held back his views. He believed it was important to raise up
the questions and concerns that affected the ministry of the
Lutheran educator for the purpose of carrying out the Great
Commission and strengthening those who are called to serve
in their ministry roles. Whether one agrees or disagrees with
Steve’s observations and recommendations, his boldness is
an example to those of us who follow in ministry today.

Perhaps the term “Powerful Pedagogues” is a good one to
use as we work through the daily challenges of our respective
Lutheran education ministry tasks and provide leadership for
those who enter this ministry in the future. It is by no means
our own ability to exercise power or authority as humble
servants carrying out our calls, but because of the powerful
Word of God and His preparing us for this ministry, we are
able to boldly share the story of a loving Jesus with the
children, youth and adults in our congregations, schools,
communities and the world. Despite the obstacles we face in
our sinful world (some of which are no different than 40
years ago), we can move forward with the confidence and joy
that is made possible by God’s love for us and the assurance
of His presence in all that we do. Let’s move boldly forward …
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Jonathan C. Laabs, Ed.D.
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