Name

“THE WORD IS GOooDb NEwWS”

School Christmas Service
+++

. IN THE NAME OF JESUS =

Pre-service Music

School Band “Carols in Concert” — John Kinyon
Eighth Grade Piano Students Selected Carols for Christmas
School Choir “Hodie” — Nancy Hill Cobb

Hodie Christus natus est: Today Christ is born:

hodie Salvator apparuit: today the Savior has appeared;

hodie in terra canunt Angeli today on earth the Angels sing,

lactantur Archangeli: the Archangels rejoice:

hodie exsultant justi, dicentes: today the righteous rejoice, saying:

Gloria in excelsis Deo, alleluia. Glory to God in the highest, alleluia.

Processional Hymn “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379

Congregation and Students

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold Him Born the king of angels:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory given!
Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Stand
Invocation

P: In the name of the Father and of the O Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Prayer

P: Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we
may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen. (LSB Altar Book, page 558)
C: Amen.

Sit
“Prologue”

Voice in the Darkness: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made;
without Him nothing was made that has been made. In Him was life, and that life was the

light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”
(John 1:1-5 NIV)

S-1:  (reading without understanding)
S-2: What ’cha doin’?

S-1: Reading my Bible, but I don’t get it.
S-2: What don’t you get?

S-1: This first chapter of John ... it doesn’t make sense. It keeps talking about the “Word”
doing stuff. What is the word?

S-2: Maybe if you go back to the beginning and keep reading, we can figure it out.

(Lights out on students as they begin reading.)

“The WORD is Perfect”

Sign: THE BEGINNING
(WORD jingle) “WORD...”

Announcer 1: Hello, heavenly hosts! You are listening to W-O-R-D, “Messages for His
Messengers.” Today is Day 7 of creation and the Word today is perfect! Everything is
just perfect out there: blue sky, clear water, beautiful plants and animals. It’s spectacular.
Today has been declared a day of rest. We go live to Michael, our angel in the Garden of
Eden. Michael, what’s the word?

Michael: The word is Perfect just as you said. I’ve got one of the created creatures here with
me now, a really nice snake. Mr. Snake how do you like what God has done with the
place?
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Snake: Oh, it’s alright I sssssuppose.

Michael: Just alright? It seems perfect!

Snake: Sure if you like purity, cleanlinesssss, peacssssse. If [ were in charge, I would do some

rearranging.

Michael: Well, I don’t know what that guy is thinking. This is such a perfect place. I wouldn’t
want to mess it up. Now back to you in the studio.

6: Genesis 1:31 — “God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good.”

(ESV)

K: The word is perfect.

3: P-E-R-F-E-C-T—without any flaws or sin.

1-2: God’s Creation was perfect.

4: We long for God’s perfection. Jesus is perfect. He never sinned.

K: The WORD is Perfect.

Hymn

5-7:

1.

“All You Works of God, Bless the Lord” LSB 930

Congregation and Students

All you works of God, bless the Lord!

All you angels, now bless the Lord;

Come, you heavens and pow’rs that be,

Praise the Lord and His majesty:
Raise your voices high, praise and magnify,
All you works of God, bless the Lord!
Raise your voices high, praise and magnify,
All you works of God, bless the Lord!

Sing, you sun and you moon above,
Stars of heaven, now sing His love;
Dew and showers, you winds that blow,
Heat and fire, you ice and snow: Refrain

Frost of winter with song so cold,

Dews of summer, your song unfold;

Light and darkness, you day and night,

Clouds of thunder, you lightnings bright: Refrain (+Congregation)

Hills and mountains, now sing His worth,

All you green things that grow on earth;

Seas and rivers, you springs and wells,

Beasts and cattle, you birds and whales: Refirain (+Congregation)
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K-8: 5. Come, humanity, sing along,
Sing, you people of God, a song;
Priests and servants, your Lord now bless,
Join, you spirits and souls at rest: Refirain (+Congregation)

All: 6. Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart;
All you humble, His praise impart;
God the Father and Son adore,
Bless the Spirit forevermore! Refrain

“The WORD is Hope”
Sign: SOMETIME LATER
(WORD jingle)

Announcer 2: Hello, heavenly hosts! W-O-R-D broadcasting messages for His messengers.
(mood becomes serious) I am sorry to announce that sin has entered the world! That
perfect world that God had made is now marred by sin. Oh humanity! What have you
done? Believe it or not, in spite of all of this, the word for today is hope. We go live now
to our angel on the earth to find out what is happening. Raphael?

Raphael: This is truly a difficult day! Curses, death, and I think I just got stung by a bee of all
things! I’'m here with Eve, one of the fallen ones. Eve, what were you thinking?

Eve: (very emotional) 1 guess I wasn’t. [ wanted to be smart ... wise, like God. The fruit looked
so good. It was just a little bite. Now everything is different—sad. I’'m so sorry.
(Freeze scene)

6: In Genesis 3:17-19, God said to Adam, “Cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you
shall eat of it all the days of your life.”

6: “thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.”

6: “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it
you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” (ESV)

(Continuing scene)

Raphael: Alright, Eve, I know this is difficult, but tell the listeners at home what you told me
.... about the hope.

Eve: Well, there are consequences for our sins. There will be death, pain, enmity, hardships,
but God also promised to fix what we messed up. He promised to send a Savior. His
word gave us hope.

6: In Genesis 3:15, God speaks to the snake and to Satan saying, “I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your
head, and you shall strike His heel.” (ESV)

K: The word is hope.
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3: H-O-P-E—to look forward with confidence.
1-2: God gave us hope when He promised a Savior.
4: We hope for salvation. Jesus is our hope and salvation.

K: The WORD is Hope.

Hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338
Grades 5-8

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king!

Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;

By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

“The WORD is Promise”
Sign: SOMETIME LATER
(WORD jingle)

Announcer 3: Hello heavenly hosts! W-O-R-D broadcasting messages for His messengers.
The word today is promise. God has restated His promise to rescue people from the mess
they made down on earth. Let’s go to Justus. Justus, do you have any news for us?

Justus: I’'m standing here with Abram and he has some good news that has been shared with
him. Abram, can you share this with our listening audience.

Abram: (still in shock) I’'m gonna be a father, I think. God just told me that I will be made into a
great nation that will bless the whole world. I don’t even have any children. I don’t know
how He will do this, but God is great and I trust Him. I guess I better get going and pack
up because I’'m supposed to move.

6: In Genesis 12:2-3, God promises Abram: “I will make of you a great nation, and I will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you, and Him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.” (ESV)

Justus: You heard it here first on W-O-R-D: A promise from God to bless the whole earth. And
we know He keeps His promises.

K: The word is promise.
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3: P-R-O-M-I-S-E—a declaration that something will be done.
1-2: God promised to bless and save us.
4: We hold onto the promises of God. Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises.

K: The WORD is Promise.

Hymn “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LSB 352
Congregation and Students

1-4: Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

5-8: What the fathers most desired, What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year, Stands fulfilled in glory here.

All: Abram’s promised great reward, Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of two-fold race behold—Truly came, as long foretold.

All: Bruise for me the serpent’s head That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith, Safely kept through life and death.

“The WORD is Trust”
Sign: SOMETIME LATER
(WORD jingle)

Announcer 4: Hello heavenly hosts! W-O-R-D broadcasting messages for His messengers. The
word today is trust. One of our own angels, Gabriel, has made a visit to a woman, Mary,
and given her some exciting news. Gabriel?

Gabriel: I’'m here with Mary, a delightful young woman, who has just found out that she has a
very special honor. Mary, what do you have to say to the hosts at home?

Mary: (overwhelmed) 1, ... I don’t know. I was just, ... you just, ... the Son of God. I'm going
to be the mother of a king!

6: Luke 1: 30-33, “The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call
His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” ” (ESV)

Mary: I don’t know why God chose me, but I trust Him. He will help me be the mother of His
own Son!!

Gabriel: You heard it here exclusively, hosts. Mary trusts God. Back to you in the studio.
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K: The word is trust.

3: T-R-U-S-T—to rely upon and place confidence in.

4: We trust in God to rescue us. That trust is made complete in Jesus.

1-2: We can trust everything that God says.

K: The WORD is trust.

Canticle

“A Parish Magnificat” Carl Schalk
School Choir and Congregation

Refrain: (Sung first by the choir, then repeated by congregation and sung after each
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For He has looked with favor on His lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed.
The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.
He has mercy on those who fear Him in every generation. Refrain: All

He has shown the strength of His arm;
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent empty away. Refrain: All

He has come to the help of His servant Israel,

For He has remembered His promise of mercy,

The promise He made to our fathers,

To Abraham and His children forever. Refrain: All Luke 1:46-55

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Refrain: All
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“The WORD is Obedient”
Sign: MEANWHILE
(WORD jingle)

Announcer 5: Hello heavenly hosts! W-O-R-D broadcasting messages for His messengers. The
word today is obedient. God has provided an earthly father for His obedient Son.
Celeste, are you with Joseph?

Celeste: Yes, I'm standing here with Joseph and he is still a little sleepy. Joseph, what happened
last night?

Joseph: I had a very interesting dream. I’m not sure what to make of it.
Celeste: Why don’t you tell us about it?

6: In Matthew, chapter 1, beginning with verse 20, the evangelist relates: “But as [Joseph]
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for
He will save His people from their sins.”

6: “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which
means, God with us).” ” (ESV)

Joseph: God has given me a job to do, so I must do it.
Celeste: You heard what the man said. He is an obedient servant! Back to you in the studio.

K: The word is obedient.
3: O-B-E-D-I-E-N-T—to comply with authority.
1-2: Jesus was obedient to God, His Father.
4: We try to be obedient to God. Jesus was obedient to His Father in all things.

K: The WORD is obedient.

“The WORD is Joy”
Sign: A FEW MONTHS LATER
Tableau by Kindergarten

5: Luke, chapter 2 — “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria.
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5: “And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,

5: “to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.” (ESV)

Hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” LSB 358/MFH 44

Kindergarten — Grade 4

“From heav’n above to earth I come To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will say and sing:

“To you this night is born a child Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth.

(WORD jingle)

Announcer 6: Hello heavenly hosts! W-O-R-D broadcasting messages for His messengers. The
word today is joy. The Savior that has been anxiously awaited has finally arrived on
earth. Angelica, are you in Bethlehem?

Angelica: Yes, and things have been very busy in this sleepy little town. I’'m here with some
shepherds who have seen some joyful things. Can you tell me about your night?

Shepherd 1: It started out like most nights, you know watching the sheep, herding them.
Shepherd 2: Everything was quiet, still, and dark. And then BAM!!!! Blinding light!

Shepherd 3: We were scared to death. We are used to fighting off wild animals but not guys
that glow in the dark.

5: “And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

5: “And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night.

5: “And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with great fear.

5: “And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.

5: “ “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.’ ” (ESV)
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Hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” LSB 358/ MFH 44

Grades 5-8

“This is the Christ, our God Most High, Who hears your sad and bitter cry;
He will Himself your Savior be From all your sins to set you free.

“He will on you the gifts bestow Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, You may with us His glory share.

“These are the signs that you shall mark: The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

5: “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He
is pleased!’ ”

5: “When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” ”

5: “And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning
this child.” (ESV)

Hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” LSB 358
Congregation and Students

5-8: How glad we’ll be to find it so! Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done In sending us His own dear Son.

3-8: Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery That You might share Your joy with me.

All:  Glory to God in highest heav’n, Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth.

5: “And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up
all these things, pondering them in her heart.

5: “And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,
as it had been told them.” (ESV)

Hymn “God Loves Me Dearly” LSB 392/MFH 52
Kindergarten and Grade 1

God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation,

10
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God loves me dearly, Loves even me.
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.

I was in slav’ry, Sin, death, and darkness;
God’s love was working To make me free. Refrain

He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer,
He sent forth Jesus, And set me free. Refrain

Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer;
Jesus, my Savior, Paid all I owed. Refrain

Shepherd 1: It is not every day that we are the first to know and see something.

Shepherd 2: You can’t keep news like that quiet. We told everybody!

Shepherd 3: Praise God! It is a joyful day. God has done everything He said He would.

Angelica: You heard the Good News! Back to you in the studio.

Stand

Hymn

The word is Joy.

J-O-Y—the emotion of great delight caused by something exceptionally good.
God gave us a reason for joy when Jesus was born.

We look for joy. Jesus brings joy.

The WORD is joy.

“Joy to the World” LSB 387

Congregation and Students

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,

11
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Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love.

“The WORD is Love”

Sign: SOMETIME LATER
(WORD jingle)

Announcer 7: Hello heavenly hosts! W-O-R-D broadcasting messages for His messengers. The
word today is love. The dark days of sin are behind us now. Jesus has done it! He has
conquered all of mankind’s enemies: sin, death, and the devil. Not long ago He made the
ultimate sacrifice on the cross. To learn more, we go live to our correspondent Bethany.

Bethany: God’s great love has certainly prevailed here! The news is amazing! I have some
astounded ladies with me. Ma’am, what are you feeling right now?

Mary: What am I feeling?? The tomb is empty! That other angel told us that Jesus has risen!

Joanna: I always knew that Jesus was special and powerful, but this is really hard to understand.
We saw Him die!

Mary: But the angel said that He is alive.
Joanna: If [ hadn’t seen it with my own eyes, I wouldn’t have believed it.

6: Luke 24: 4-8 — “While [the disciples] were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood
by them in dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the
ground, the men said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not
here, but has risen. Remember how He told you, while He was still in Galilee, that the
Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the
third day rise.” ” And they remembered His words. (ESV)

Mary: God’s love for us is so great. Jesus told us all of this before it happened. I just thought He
was using parables.

Bethany: Once again, you heard it here first on W-O-R-D. Back to you.

6: John 3:16-17 says: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
Him.” (ESV)

12
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K: The word is Love.
3: L-O-V-E—warm personal attachment; deep affection.
1-2: God loves us so much that He sacrificed His only Son to save us.
4: We try to love others as we want to be loved. Jesus is love and gave Himself up for us.
K: The WORD is love.
Hymn “Love Came Down at Christmas” LW 46

Kindergarten—Grade 4

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas, Star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus: But wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token, Love be yours, and love be mine,
Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign.

“The WORD is Jesus”

(Students come back to stage)

6:

S-1:
S-2:
S-1:
S-2:

P-A:
P-B:

P-D:

John 1:14-17 — “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness
about Him, and cried out, ‘This was He of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks
before me, because He was before me.” *) For from His fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. (ESV)

So the Word is Jesus?

That’s what it says.

It seemed so confusing before.

It’s not so confusing when the Holy Spirit gives you faith to believe it.
The Word is Jesus.

J-E-S-U-S.

He is perfect.

He gives us hope.

He keeps His promises.

13
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P-E: He is obedient to His Father.

P-F: He gives us joy.

P-G: He loves us.

P-H: Jesus is the WORD.

K-4: Tell everyone about the WORD.

5-8: The WORD is Good News.

All: The WORD is Jesus.

Hymn “A Great and Mighty Wonder” LSB 383
Congregation and Students
A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the Infant With virgin honor pure!
Proclaim the Savior’s birth: “To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”
The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky. Refrain
While thus they sing your Monarch, Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains, And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain
Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored,
The Infant born in Bethl’em, The Savior and the Lord. Refrain
Gathering of the Offerings Our Savior Lutheran Church and School

Washington, Illinois

The offering from this service will go to a special mission project. During the past month, tornados hit the
state of Illinois. One particular place that was affected was Our Savior Lutheran Church in Washington,
IL. The church was just beginning their late service when the tornado siren sounded. The church suffered
damage, as did the parsonage, and many homes belonging to members. The pastor of Our Savior, Rev.
Tom Heren, is a former St. Paul’s school parent and field worker. Our offerings will be sent to be used to
help rebuild the church and parsonage or to help families who lost homes during this storm.

Sixth Grade Handchime Class “Joy to the World”
Arr. by Martha Lynn Thompson
Prayers
Petitions
Choral Prayer LSB 358

Kindergarten—Grade 8
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,

14
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A quiet chamber set apart For You to dwell within my heart.

The Lord’s Prayer

Benediction

Recessional Hymn “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” LSB 386

Postlude

Congregation and Students

Now sing we, now rejoice Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art!

Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee.

Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child;

Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee!

Now through His Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine.
Death was reigning o’er us Through sin and vanity

Till He opened for us A bright eternity.

May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there!

Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing With all His saints unite,

Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light.

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

® GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST =
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