DAVID AND GOLIATH

TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART

OCTOBER 5, 2007

Good Morning!  We would like to welcome you to chapel today.  The theme for our chapel is trust, and how we should trust in God’s care rather than trusting in ourselves.  It is our prayer that God will be in your hearts as we worship Him today.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand…

In the name of the Father whose love is higher than the heavens above, the Son who loved us enough to give up his life on the cross, and the Holy Spirit who puts faith into our hearts.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We will now confess our sins using the confession printed on your worship sheet.

I confess to you, O Lord that I have sinned against you in many ways.  I have gone on my own way and haven’t been faithful to you.  I have not loved you with my whole heart.  I have broken the commandments.  All of this causes me to feel guilty and I do repent of my sins.  Send your Holy Spirit to change me into a more loving and trusting Christian.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For Jesus’ sake, rejoice and be glad!  Because of His love the Lord God Almighty has forgiven us all of our sins.  Be confident that all your sins have been forgiven.  Serve the Lord gladly. Believe and call upon the Lord at all times.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You may be seated…
As we prepare to hear God’s word, let us sing “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”.  Hymn 655.  Hymn 6-5-5.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our first reading this morning comes from Proverbs chapter 3 verses 5 and 6.  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please listen to the next reading and the words of Jeremiah chapter 29 verse  11.  “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Our third Bible reading comes from Deuteronomy chapter 31 verse 6.  This Bible verse also reassures us that God will always be with us, even during the rough times in our lives.  “Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you or forsake you.”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As the creed this morning, please join us in saying the Apostles’ Creed.  The Apostles’ Creed can be found in your service folder.
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth…
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Narrator:  Ladies and Gentlemen, today we’re going to tell you a story from the Bible about two men.  One of them was a man who served God, and his name was David.  David loved, obeyed, and trusted God.  The other man did not serve God.  He didn’t love or obey God, and the only thing he trusted in was his own strength. (You’ll know the one we’re talking about when we get to him.)  What we want you to learn from the story is that if you serve God, you never need to be afraid of anyone who is against you, even if it seems like their stronger.  
Narrator:  As we tell the story, our helper here (points to sign holder) is going to help with the telling of the story.  When Anna holds up a sign, she will show all of you what it says.  You are to wait until everyone has seen the sign.  Once everyone has seen the sign she will raise it above her head.  You are then going to say what’s on the sign.  For example, if the sign “Hooray” is held up, after everyone has seen the sign, and Anna has raised it above her head, you are going to say “HOORAY”.  Ready?  Then here we go!
Narrator:  Once there were two armies that were fighting against each other.  One was an army of God’s people.  They were called the Israelites.  Who were the people in God’s army?

Audience Sign:  Israelites

Narrator:  Right.  The other was an army of people who did not serve God.  They didn’t even believe in Him.  They wanted to capture the Israelites and take their land.  They were called the Philistines.  Who were the people in the army against God’s people?

Audience Sign:  Philistines

Narrator:  Right.  Now the Israelites were gathered on one hill…(Israelites quickly gather on the left.)

Audience Sign:  Hooray!

Narrator:  And the Philistines were gathered on another hill…(Philistines quickly gather on the right.)

Audience Sign:  Oh-No!
Narrator:  And there was a valley in between them.  It is a very sad thing to say, but the army of God’s people were not doing too well.  They kept saying they were dismayed and terrified.

Israelites (in unison):  We are dismayed and terrified.

Narrator:  But the Philistines were feeling pretty happy with themselves.  They thought they were the greatest.

Philistines (in unison):  We are the greatest!

Audience Sign:  How could this be?

Narrator:  How could this be is a very good question.  And there is a very good answer—which you will understand when you meet Goliath.  (A great roar is heard off to the right.  The Israelites look fearful.  The Philistines smile.)

Philistines (in unison):  That’s Goliath!
Narrator:  Yes, that is Goliath.  Listen to what the Bible says about Goliath:  He was over nine feet tall.  He was so big that the armor he wore to protect himself weighed 125 pounds. (Goliath roars again off stage.)  He wore thick metal covers on his legs, and his spear—get this—you know how the heads of spears are kind of little?  Well, Goliath’s spearhead weighed 15 pounds.  In short Ladies and Gentlemen, Goliath was a big guy.  What are we talking here?

Audience Sign:  We are talking big!
Narrator:  Right.  Goliath was the kind of person who would send Arnold Schwarzenegger running for cover.

(Goliath roars again and enters to stand with the Philistines, who pat him on the back, etc.  The Israelites look terrified.)

Narrator:  But the worst thing about Goliath wasn’t what he looked like, but what he said.

Goliath (calling as if they were at a distance):  Hey, Israelites, let’s settle this fight once and for all!  I want you to choose one of your men to meet me in the valley for a fight to the death.  Whoever wins, his people get to rule over the loser’s side.  Let’s see if your God helps you now!

Audience Sign:  Uh-oh!

Narrator:  Things didn’t look good for the Israelites.  Goliath was very strong and evil.  The Israelites were just petrified.

Israelites (in unison):   We’re just petrified.

Narrator:  They didn’t have a fighter nearly as big and strong as Goliath.  The Philistines told them they were sunk.

Philistines (to Israelites):  You’re sunk!

Narrator:  While the Israelites get into a huddle and try to decide what to do, the Israelites get into a huddle and play checkers.

(Both armies get into huddles and keep still.)

Narrator:  I’ll tell you about David, the hero of our story.  David was an Israelite, but he was too young to fight in the army.  He stayed home and took care of his father’s sheep while his brothers went off to fight.  Now David was a special young man.  He knew that God was always with him, and this made him very brave.  Sometimes when he was guarding his sheep, a bear or lion would come, and David would kill it with whatever weapon he had—including his bare hands!  One day, David’s father sent him to where the Israelites were fighting to take his brothers some food.

(David enters right with a grocery bag and stands near the entrance.)

Narrator:  It just so happened that while David was there, Goliath spoke again.

Goliath:  Hey Israelites, which one of you is going to fight me?

(Huddles break up—Israelites look scared, Philistines laugh.)

Goliath (laughs):  Look at God’s chosen people running away!

(David watches the scene, astonished.  He puts down his bag and moves a few steps forward.)

Narrator:  David couldn’t believe what he was hearing.   How could this man insult God like that?

David:  How could this man insult God like that?

Audience Sign:  Who does he think he is?

Narrator:  Goliath thought he was the strongest man in the world.  He probably was, but he hadn’t counted on what was going to happen next.  David stepped forward and said he would fight Goliath.

David:  I’ll fight Goliath.  (Both armies turn and look at David.)

Narrator:  The Philistines looked at David.  He was so small compared to Goliath, they just laughed.  (Philistines laugh.)

Narrator:  The Israelites told David he was only a boy—he couldn’t fight a giant.

Israelites (in unison):  You can’t fight a giant!

Narrator:  But David was not afraid.  He knew the Lord wanted the Israelites to win this war.  He said, “The Lord who saved me from the lion and the bears will save me from this Philistine.”

David:  The Lord who saved me from the lions and the bears will save me from this Philistine.

Narrator:  So David and Goliath went down into the valley, and met each other face to face.  Goliath yelled at David in his fearful voice.

Goliath:  I despise you David!
Narrator:  But David told Goliath that he wasn’t just fighting an Israelite, he was fighting God, and God would prove to the whole world that he could defeat anyone.  He said, “God is going to defeat you, Goliath.”

David:  God is going to defeat you, Goliath.

(David and Goliath face off in the center and act out what is narrated.)

Narrator:  They circled around each other…then they circled back the other way.  David has his little slingshot—Goliath had his huge spear.  It looked like David didn’t have a chance.

Audience Sign:  He hasn’t got a chance!

Narrator:  But then, just as Goliath was drawing back with his spear with its fifteen pound head, David took aim with his slingshot, fired a stone, hit Goliath right in the forehead—and the great giant fell over!

(Goliath falls forward onto the ground.  The Philistines and Israelites look at one another in surprise.)

Audience Sign:  He did it!

Philistines:  He did it!

Israelites:  He did it!

Narrator:  Yes, he did it!  Then the Philistines, who suddenly realized they had lost, turned around and took off over the hill.  The Israelites, who suddenly realized they had won, took off after the Philistines.

(Israelites follow after the Philistines, cheering.)

Audience Sign:  Hooray!

(David approaches Goliath, puts a foot on his back and raises his arms in victory as Narrator finishes.)

Narrator:  So David defeated Goliath, who was so much bigger and stronger, because the Lord helped him.  And that is the end of this story. 

Narrator:  Just like David, we have the Lord on our side.  The Lord is much stronger than Goliath.  He is even stronger than any power of the devil.  Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ used his strength to defeat the devil when he died on the cross and rose again on the third day.  Because of his strength we now have forgiveness of sins.  Thanks be to God for His power, so that we will one day inherit eternal life with Him.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our offerings that were collected today will be going to St. Luke’s Lutheran School.  The money will be used to help the students at St. Luke’s grow academically, as well as, in the knowledge of their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Let us pray…

Dear Lord, thank you for being with us today and every day.  You are the Lord of all good life.  Help us to be faithful in everything which you have given us to do.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Help us to be conscientious and honest in our work, that nothing we do may be less than our best.  Help us to be diligent and careful in our studies, that we may be able to understand, to remember, and to use that which we read and discover.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Help us to be regular in our attendance, both at church and Sunday School, and here at school, that we may find joy in worshiping and in talking with others who are trying to follow Jesus.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Help us never to forget each day to pray, that we may begin, continue, and end each day thinking of you and trusting in you.    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You know what is best for each and every one of us.  Please join us in the Lord’s Prayer… Our Father
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
To remind us to trust in our Heavenly Father’s understanding throughout our lives, we are going to sing the hymn “I am Trusting You, Lord Jesus.”  Hymn 729.  Hymn 7-2-9. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
As we prepare to leave today, let us remember to thank God that he promises to always be with us just as He was with David.  No mater what happens in our lives, we can put our trust and confidence in Him.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Lord bless us and keep us.  May the Lord of love and life, keep us safe and in His care until we meet again.

Go in peace, serve the Lord, and share God’s love with others.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please join us in singing “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”.  The words of the song remind us that waking or sleeping God will always be there for us.   Hymn 922. Hymn 9-2-2.
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