GOING FOR THE GOAL

4th GRADE CLASS CHAPEL

FEBRUARY 9, 2007

PRELUDE
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand for the invocation. The invocation is found in your worship folder.   Our leaders will read the part marked L and you, the congregation, will respond with the part marked C.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
L:  Why are you here?

C:  We have come to worship the Lord.

L:  How will you worship Him?

C:  We will give Him our Praise, our honor, our thanks through our hearts, our hands, our voices, and our thoughts.

L:  Why are you here?

C:  We have come to learn more about following God.

L:  Where will you follow Him?

C:  We will follow Him in the maze of our lives.
L:  How will you follow Him?

C:  We will follow Him by doing His will and letting Him lead.

L:  How long will you follow Him?

C:  We will follow Him until He takes us to heaven as He said He would or, until He comes again as the angels promised He would.

L:  Then let us begin our praise of Him.

C:  In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please be seated.  Our opening song this morning will be “With the Lord Begin Your Task”  Hymn 869.  Hymn 8-6-9. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The responsive sentences are also found in your worship folder.  


L:  This is the day which the Lord has made.


C:  We will rejoice and be glad in it.


L:  Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song.


C:  For He had done marvelous things.


L:  Our Lord Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life, he who believes in Me,



though he die, yet shall he live.


C:  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our first reading this morning comes from First Corinthians Chapter nine, verses 24-27.

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?  Run in such a way as to get the prize.  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.  No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We have something that we can be thankful for that we haven’t even seen or experienced. ..but God’s word tells us it is well worth waiting for!  It’s the Number 1 thing that we are thankful for.  And we are going to talk about it this morning.  Maybe you can guess what it is.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our second reading comes from 2nd Timothy, chapter 4, verses 7 and 8.  Please stand.

I have fought long and hard for the Lord, and through it all I have kept true to him.  And now the time has come for me to stop fighting and rest.  In heaven a crown is waiting for me which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that great day of his return.  And not just to me, but to all those whose lives show that they are eagerly looking forward to his coming back again.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please be seated.  We will now sing “Onward Christian Soldiers” Hymn 662.  Hymn 6-6-2.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Have you ever won a prize?  It may have been a contest like a Spelling Bee – or maybe first place on your basketball team?  Perhaps you have won a medal for swimming or soccer.  It was a god feeling to win those prizes.  This morning the fourth grade would like to show you some other prizewinners.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Scenario 1:A Spelling Bee
Scenario 2:  Chocolate Chip Cookie Baking Contest
Scenario 3: McDonald’s Contest
Scenario 4:  New Car Drawing
Scenario 5:  Publisher’s Clearing House
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We are always trying to win prizes; in school, at parties, at games, even on television.  Why are we always entering contests for prizes even when we know that the chances of winning are almost impossible?  Well, for some people, they probably need a new car, or the money and they think this is a quick and easy way to get them.  Other people enjoy the excitement of competition, the thrill of being the first to cross the finish line.  For most people, though, they enter the contests just for fun.  In our Bible reading St. Paul told about another prize that is given away, “The Crown of Righteousness.”

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We do not have to scratch off letters to spell HEAVEN.  We do not have to buy a ticket and hope our number is drawn out of a fishbowl.  You don’t even have to fill out an entry form!

Believers in Jesus are promised everlasting life and a home in heaven because of what He has done on the cross for us.  In most games and contests there are only a few winners, but Jesus’ prize is offered to everyone and will be given to all who love Him and believe.

Since Jesus died and rose again to save us, we have the prize of a heavenly home waiting for us.  How wonderful to know that because of Jesus we can ALL be prizewinners!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our offerings today will be going to St. Luke’s Lutheran School.  This money will help support the students of St. Luke’s and give them the things necessary for their education.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

During the offering we will sing “Have No Fear Little Flock – Hymn Number 735.  This hymn reminds us that heaven is the greatest prize we can ever have.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.  The words of the creed can be found on the back cover of the Lutheran Service Book.  I believe…

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Let us come to our Heavenly Father in prayer...O God, you are the Lord of all good life; Help us to be faithful in everything which you have given us to do.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Help us to be conscientious and honest in our work, that nothing we do may be less than our best.  Help us to be diligent and careful in our study, that we may be able to understand, to remember, and to use that which we read and discover.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Help us to be regular in our attendance, both at church and Sunday School, and here at school, that we may find joy in worshipping and in talking with others who are trying to follow Jesus.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Help us never to forget each day to pray, that we may begin, continue, and end each day thinking of You.  Please join us in the Lord’s Prayer….Our Father

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
As you leave chapel this morning, the fourth grade students will give you a bookmark to remind you that the best prize we can ever receive is the gift of heaven.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Receive the blessing of the Lord.  May the love of Christ be with us today and all the days of your life.  Our closing song this morning will be “Don’t Look Back”.  The words to the song are printed in your worship folder.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
POSTLUDE
