CHAPEL SERVICE – FEBRUARY 17, 2006

Miss Rudsinski’s Fourth Grade

Good Morning!  We would like to welcome you to chapel today.  The theme for our chapel is love, and how we can share God’s love with others by what we say and do.  It is our prayer that the love of God will be in your hearts as we worship God today.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please stand…

In the name of the Father whose love is higher than the heavens above, the Son who loved us enough to give up his life on the cross, and the Holy Spirit who puts faith into our hearts.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We will now confess our sins using the confession printed on your worship sheet.

I confess to you, O Lord that I have sinned against you in many ways.  I have gone on my own way and haven’t been faithful to you.  I have not loved you with my whole heart.  I have broken the commandments.  All of this causes me to feel guilty and I do repent of my sins.  Send your Holy Spirit to change me into a more loving Christian.

For Jesus’ sake, rejoice and be glad!  Because of His love the Lord God Almighty has forgiven us all of our sins.  Be confident that all your sins have been forgiven.  Serve the Lord gladly. Believe and call upon the Lord at all times.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You may be seated…

To show our appreciation to the Lord for forgiving our sins, let us join together in singing Hymn 285, “Chief of Sinners, Though I Be”.  Hymn 285.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please stand…

Our first reading this morning comes from Matthew 22, verses 37 through 39.  Jesus replies: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it; Love your neighbor as yourself.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As the creed this morning, please join us in saying the Apostles’ Creed.  The Apostles’ Creed can be found in your service folder.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth…

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please listen to our second reading and the words from 1 John 4 verses 7 through 12.  Dear Friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed His love among us:  He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear Friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.

You may be seated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We would now like to share with you the story of the Rainbow Fish.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MESSAGE:  THE RAINBOW FISH

A long way out in the deep, blue sea there lived a fish. Not just any ordinary fish, but the most beautiful fish in the entire ocean.  His scales were every shade of blue and green and purple, with sparkling silver scales among them.

The other fish were amazed at his beauty.  They called him Rainbow Fish.  Come on, Rainbow Fish, they would call.  Come and play with us!  But the Rainbow fish would just glide past, proud and silent, letting his scales shimmer.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

One day, a little blue fish followed after him.  Rainbow Fish, he called, wait for me!  Please give me one of your shiny scales.  They are so wonderful, and you have so many.

You want me to give you one of my special scales?  Who do you think you are? Cried the Rainbow Fish.  Get away from me!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shocked, the little blue fish swam away.  He was so upset he told all his friends what had happened.  From then on, no one would have anything to do with the Rainbow Fish.  They turned away when he swam by.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What good were the dazzling, shimmering scales with no one to admire them?  Now he was the loneliest fish in the entire ocean.

One day he poured out his troubles to the starfish.  I really am beautiful.  Why doesn’t anybody like me?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I can’t answer that for you, said the starfish.  But if you go beyond the coral reef to a deep cave you will find the wise octopus.  Maybe she can help you.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Rainbow Fish found the cave.  It was very dark inside and he couldn’t see anything.  Then suddenly two eyes caught him in their glare and the octopus emerged from the darkness.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have been waiting for you, said the octopus with a deep voice.  The waves have told me your story.  This is my advice.  Give a glittering scale to each of the other fish.  You will no longer be the most beautiful fish in the sea, but you will discover how to be happy.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I can’t…the Rainbow Fish started to say, but the octopus had already disappeared into a dark cloud of ink.  Give away my scales?  My beautiful shining scales? Never.  How could I ever be happy without them.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Suddenly he felt the light touch of a fin.  The little blue fish was back!

Rainbow Fish, please, don’t be angry.  I just want one little scale.

The Rainbow Fish wavered.  Only one very, very small shimmery scale, he thought.  Well, maybe I wouldn’t miss just one.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Carefully the Rainbow Fish pulled out the smallest scale and gave it to the little fish.

Thank you!  Thank you very much!  The little blue fish bubbled playfully, as he tucked the shiny scale in among his blue ones.

A rather peculiar feeling came over the Rainbow Fish.  For a long time he watched the little blue fish swim back and forth with his new scale glittering in the water.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The little blue fish whizzed through the ocean with this scale flashing, so it didn’t take long before the Rainbow Fish was surrounded by the other fish.  Everyone wanted a glittering scale.

The Rainbow Fish shared his scales left and right.  And the more he gave away, the more delighted he became.  When the water around him filled with glimmering scales, he at last felt at home among the other fish.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Finally the Rainbow Fish had only one shining scale left.  His most prized possessions had been given away, yet he was very happy.

Come here Rainbow Fish, they called.  Come and play with us!  Here I come said the Rainbow Fish and, happy as a splash he swam off to join his friends.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just as the Rainbow Fish learned to share its scales with others, there are ways you can also share your silvery scales.  Let’s see how we can share the Love of God as heard in First Corinthians chapter 13.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE IS PATIENT – Sometimes my mom just doesn’t understand.  I am ready to eat at 6 o’clock and dinner isn’t ready.  Maybe I should help her instead of complaining that dinner isn’t ready.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE IS KIND – That elderly lady across the street could sure use someone to help her cut the grass.  Maybe I could do that for her.

LOVE DOES NOT ENVY – I know Jason did better on the test than I did.  I should tell him how well he did and that I’m proud of him.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE DOES NOT BOAST, LOVE IS NOT PROUD – I can’t believe I got the highest grade on the math test.  I should remember to thank God for helping me.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE IS NOT EASILY ANGERED – I can’t believe Karen scored a basket in the wrong goal.  I bet she feels really bad.  I should talk to her and maybe she will feel better.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE IS NOT RUDE – Those shoes John wears are really old and out of style.  I’ll just keep my thoughts to myself.  Maybe his parents can’t afford new ones.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE KEEPS NO RECORDS OF WRONGS – I know Susan really was mean to me, but I’ll forgive her.  I know I make mistakes sometimes, too.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE DOES NOT DELIGHT IN EVIL BUT REJOICES WITH THE TRUTH – That wasn’t very nice of me to tell others about John.  In fact, I don’t even know if that story was true.  I should remember to only speak well of others.

LOVE ALWAYS PROTECTS – Sometimes I get angry when my parents tell me I need to be home at a certain time.  They do that just because they love me.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE ALWAYS TRUSTS – My parents allow me to spend the night at a friend’s house.  They trust me.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE ALWAYS HOPES – My parents and teachers want what is best for me in life.  They want me to do my best and get good grades so I can get into the college I want.

LOVE ALWAYS PERSEVERES – My parents and teachers never give up on me.  Sometimes I give up on myself, but they are always there for me.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We want Jesus to shine in our lives.  We want to be able to share shiny scales with others.  We want the love of Jesus to be in us forever.  It is for that reason that Jesus wants us to reflect his love.  We are to spread His love to others by our actions and in our lives.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Our offerings today will be going to the YSLETA Mission.  This project will help the people of Texas and Mexico, so they can share the gospel message with the people around them.  The offerings will now be collected.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let us pray…

Dear Lord, thank you for being with us today and every day.  Thank you for sacrificing your life by dying on the cross for us and forgiving our sins.  Thank you especially for our parents and teachers and the shiny scales they share with us.  In your name we pray.  Amen

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let us now pray the prayer our Heavenly Father taught us…

Our Father who art in heaven…

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To share God’s love with you we would like to sing verse one of “They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love”.  We invite you to sing verses 2-4.  The song is printed in your worship folder. We will stand as we sing verse 4.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Class Song: “They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Lord bless us and keep us.  May the Lord of love and life, keep us safe and in His care until we meet again.

Go in peace, serve the Lord, and share God’s love with others.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please join us in singing “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”. The song is printed in your worship folder.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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