THE SILLY SKYSCRAPER
THE TOWER OF BABEL
OCTOBER 5, 2012

Good Morning!  We would like to welcome you to chapel today.
Please stand for the invocation … (Wait until everyone stands.)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Wait until everyone says it together.) Amen.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We will now confess our sins using the confession printed on your worship sheet.
I confess to you, O Lord that I have sinned against you in many ways.  I have gone on my own way and haven’t been faithful to you.  I have not loved you with my whole heart.  I have broken the commandments.  All of this causes me to feel guilty and I do repent of my sins.  Send your Holy Spirit to change me, so that I may amend my sinful life.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For Jesus’ sake, rejoice and be glad!  Because of His love the Lord God Almighty has forgiven us all of our sins.  Be confident that all your sins have been forgiven.  Serve the Lord gladly. Believe and call upon the Lord at all times.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You may be seated…  (Wait until everyone is seated.)
Please join us in singing “Father Welcomes”.  Hymn 605 in the Lutheran Service Book (Hymn 6-0-5) and Hymn 116 in My First Hymnal (Hymn 1-1-6).
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our first reading this morning comes from Psalm 25:8-9.  Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He instructs sinners in the way.  He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble His way.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our second Bible reading comes from Genesis Chapter 11, verses 1 through 9.  Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.  And as the people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”  And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.  Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.  And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the children of man had built.  And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do.  And nothing that they propose to do will be impossible for them.  Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.”  So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of the earth, and they left off building the city.  Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth.  And from there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
As the creed this morning, please join us in saying the Apostles’ Creed.  The Apostles’ Creed can be found on the back cover of your hymnal or on page ____ of My First Hymnal.
Please rise. (Wait to start until everyone is ready.)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth…
You may now be seated.  (Wait to start until everyone is ready.)

Please join us in singing “Christ Be My Leader”.  Hymn 861 in the Lutheran Service Book (Hymn 8-6-1) and Hymn 92 in My First Hymnal (Hymn 9-2).

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Narrator:  Our message this morning is based on the Bible reading from Genesis Chapter 11 verses 1 through 9…The Building of the Tower of Babel.

Old Noah’s descendants
were gathered one day
to settle the question
of where they should stay.

They asked one another,
“Why should we divide
and travel to settle
this earth far and wide?”

“We’ll stay here together, 
for this is our home.
We don’t want to travel.
We don’t want to roam.”

They built a great city,
the best one around.
A bigger or better one
could not be found.


“We are best,” bragged the people
The king agreed.
He said, “There’s another
great thing that we need.

“Our city of Babel
is greatest, it’s true;
but now we must build 
a tall tower here too.

“This monument here
on the plain of Shinar
will make us a name
that is known near and far.”

The king made a list
of the things they would need
and from his big army
chose men to lead.

Then workmen were chosen.
Each one had a task.
There wasn’t a person
that they didn’t ask.

Some men drew the plan,
and some chose the site.
They checked and rechecked,
for this had to be right.

The women chopped straw
to be mixed with the clay.
They molded and fired 
the bricks day by day.

Some tended the vineyards.
Some harvested wheat
and other good food
that was needed to eat.

The children helped also
by gathering sticks
to use in the kilns
where they fired the bricks.




They tended the babies,
small sisters and brothers
while tending the sheep
was the task of still others.

No task was too great.
No task was too small.
The king declared,
“There is work here for all.”

“This tower must reach 
above clouds in the sky.
Work harder and faster!
We must build it high!”

“We’ll be greater than God,” 
one man called from the top.
“We must reach the heavens
before we can stop.”

Now God was displeased
when He saw their tall tower.
With only one language
they had too much power.

So God chose a way 
of His own, new and wise.
One day all the builders
had quite a surprise.

There words were mixed up,
and they all sounded silly.
No one understood,
and they left willy-nilly.

A foreman called out
for more bricks and instead
they brought him a turban
to cover his head.

Instead of some water
the women brought straw,
instead of a shovel
a sharp, cutting saw.




When someone called, “Up,”
instead they went down.
Soon all of the workmen
were wearing a frown.

The people were angry
and started to fight.
With all the new languages
nothing went right.

They put down their tools,
and they left one by one.
All work stopped completely.
No more could be done.

The people of Babel
began to divide.
Those with the same language
lined up side by side.

Some groups traveled eastward.
Some moved to the west.
While other groups thought
north or south would be best.

The silly skyscraper
was left there alone
to crumble and fall
into pieces of stone.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The people decided to build a tower as a way of making a name for themselves.  They were proud people determined to build a monument to their own glory, not God’s.  Their common language and their building skills were not used for God, because they forgot that all things came from the creative and loving power of God.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Lord saw their silly skyscraper and the pride of their hearts.  He brought them to judgment by confusing their language.  They stopped their tower building and scattered everywhere. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The story in the Bible continues with the hope, kindness, and forgiveness that God gave to Abraham and his family.  God continued to show mercy to His people.  Throughout the Old Testament the prophets point to a redeemer who will forgive us and all who believe.  This redeemer is Jesus.  The people who built a silly skyscraper sure needed forgiveness… and so do we.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We build “silly skyscrapers” even today when we do things out of pride, because we think that we are better than someone else, or for our own benefit, instead of love for God. You can probably think of a time when you have said or done something to make yourself look better than someone else.   When we do this, we are not acting as God’s children should.  All sins deserve to be punished. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Earlier in chapel we confessed our sin, and told God that we were sorry and want to change.   When we confess our sins God is faithful, He washes away our sins!  But be confident in knowing that even though at times we do not put God first, He still loves us so much, that he sent His one and only Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross and rise from the dead to save us from our sins.  We can be assured that one day we will live in heaven with Him!  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CLASS SONG –The 4th Grade class is going to sing the hymn, Seek Ye First, while the offerings are collected.  Our offerings that are collected today will be going to Rev. Mark Eisold.  He and his family are working as missionaries in the country of Peru.  The money will be used to help the Eisold’s and the other missionaries in Peru to spread the Gospel message to the people of South America.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Let us pray…
Dear Lord, thank you for being with us today and every day.  You are the Lord of all good life.  Help us to be faithful in everything which you have given us to do. 
Help us to be hard-working and honest in all that we do, that nothing we do may be less than our best.  Help us to be careful in our studies, that we may be able to understand, to remember, and to use that which we read and discover.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Help us to be regular in our attendance, both at church and Sunday School, and here at school, that we may find joy in worshiping and in talking with others who are trying to follow Jesus.  
Help us never to forget each day to pray, that we may begin, continue, and end each day thinking of you and trusting in you.    
You know what is best for each and every one of us.  Please join us in the Lord’s Prayer… Our Father…
Please join us in singing “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head”.  Hymn 647 in the Lutheran Service Book (Hymn 6-4-7).
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Lord bless us and keep us.  May the Lord of love and life, keep us safe and in His care until we meet again.
Go in peace, serve the Lord, and share God’s love with others.
Please join us in singing “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”.  Hymn 922 in the Lutheran Service Book (Hymn 9-2-2) and Hymn 120 in My First Hymnal (Hymn 1-2-0).
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