BIG Little Man
4th Grade Chapel
October 16th, 2009

Good morning!  We would like to welcome you to chapel today.  The theme for our chapel is trust, and how we should trust in God’s care rather than trusting in ourselves.
Please stand….
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In the name of the Father, who supplies our daily needs.  In the name of the Son, who died and rose to forgive our sins, and in the name of the Holy Spirit, who gives us faith.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We will now confess our sins using the confession printed on your worship sheet.
Dear Jesus, we confess our sins to you.  Forgive me for all of the sins I have done.  Give me strength when the devil tempts me.  I ask for your mercy.  Please guide me so that I can serve others through you.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For Jesus’ sake, rejoice and be glad!  Because of His love, the Lord God Almighty has forgiven us all of our sins.  Be confident that all your sins have been forgiven.  Serve the Lord gladly.  Believe and call upon the Lord at all times.
Please be seated…
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
As we prepare to hear God’s word, let us sing “Thy Strong Word”.  Hymn 578.  Hymn 5-7-8.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our first reading this morning comes from Proverbs chapter 3 verses 5 and 6.  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please listen to the next reading and the words of Jeremiah chapter 29 verse 11.  “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our third Bible reading comes from Deuteronomy chapter 31 verse 6.  This Bible verse also reassures us that God will always be with us, even during the rough times in our lives.  “Be strong and courageous.  Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you; He will not leave you or forsake you.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand…
As the creed this morning, please join us in saying the Apostles’ Creed.  The Apostles’ Creed can be found on the inside back cover of your hymnal.
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth…
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You may be seated…
Please join us in singing hymn 729, “I am Trusting You, Lord Jesus”.  Hymn 7-2-9.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Today we’re going to tell you a story from the Bible about two men.  One of them was a man who served God, and his name was David.  David loved, obeyed, and trusted God.  The other man did not serve God.  He didn’t love or obey God, and the only thing he trusted in was his own strength. (You’ll know the one we’re talking about when we get to him.)  What we want you to learn from the story is that if you serve God, you never need to be afraid of anyone who is against you, even if it seems like their stronger.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator: 
Long ago, in Bible times, there was a country named Israel with a king named Saul—and they had a very BIG problem:  The problem’s name was GOLIATH!  Listen to this.
Reader:
1 Samuel chapter 17 verses 1 through 4 says:  Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle.  And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered, and encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in line of battle against the Philistines.  And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the mountain on the other side, with the valley between them.  And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, whose height was six cubits and a span.
Kid:
Huh?  Hey, you:  What’s a cubit?
Narrator:
A cubit is a measuring stick they used long ago.  Like a ruler—only longer.  I’ll bet your dad is almost 6 feet tall.  That’s about this big.  But Goliath was bigger—much bigger.
Goliath:
About this big?
Narrator:
No, bigger.
Goliath:
This big?
Narrator:
No, bigger
Philistines and Israelites:
That big!?!

Goliath:
This big!...And bold!...And bad!  You wanna fight me?
Philistines:
We’re on his side!
Israelites:
We’re scared—help!
Reader:
“Goliath had a helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail…”
Philistines:
What?
Reader:
“…the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass…”
Israelites:
Huh?
Reader:
“He had greaves of brass upon his legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders…”
Philistines:
He had what?
Reader:
 “The staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head weighed six hundren shekels of iron…”
Israelites:
What are you talking about?
Narrator:
Alright!  Now listen:  Goliath was a huge guy, his armor weighed a ton, and his spear was as big as a telephone pole!  Got it?
Reader:
Plus, Goliath was as mean as he was big, and he called the Israelites a bunch of wimps, ‘cause they were all scared to death.
Goliath:
I’m Goliath.  I’m big!…And bold!...And bad!  You wanna fight me?
Philistines:
We’re on his side!
Narrator:
So when Saul and the people of Israel heard Goliath roaring and when they saw how big he was, they were scared!
Israelites:
We’re scared—help!
Narrator:
Everyone in Israel was scared until one day, a boy came from the town of Bethlehem, bringing food for his brothers, who were soldiers in Saul’s army.
Reader:
When David came into the Israelites camp, Goliath came up out of the ranks of the Philistines and spoke the same words as before.
Goliath:
I’m Goliath.  I’m big!...And bold!...And bad!  You wanna fight me?
Philistines:
We’re on his side!
Israelites:
We’re scared—help!
Narrator:
David saw Goliath, and he saw how afraid all the Israelites were—including his brothers!  He was pretty angry.
David:
Who does he think he is?  Does he think he’s stronger than God?
Goliath:
I’m Goliath.  I’m big!...And bold!...And bad!  You wanna fight me?
Philistines:
We’re on his side!
Israelites:
We’re scared—help!

Narrator:
David’s oldest brother scolded him and tried to send him home.  But David wasn’t afraid.  He knew that God was bigger and better than Goliath.  That made David brave.  Even though he was only a boy, he asked the soldiers to let him fight Goliath.
Reader:
And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for you are but a youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth.”  But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father.  And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth.  And if he arose against me, I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him.  Your servant has struck down both lions and bears , and this Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.  The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”
Israelites:
What?!
Narrator:
That meant David killed a lion and a bear all by himself—which meant he had a lot of faith—which meant he was very brave.  Good thing too because Goliath was bigger than a lion and meaner than a grizzly bear!
Israelites:
Whoa!  Impressive!
Goliath:
I’m Goliath!  I’m big!...And bold…And bad!  You wanna fight me?
Israelites:
Whoa!  De-pressive!
Philistines:
We’re on his side!
Israelites: 
We’re scared—help!
David:
He’s not stronger than God!
Reader:
So Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”
Narrator:
Poor David couldn’t wear all that big armor—he couldn’t even walk with it on.  So he took it all off and took out his slingshot and found 5 smooth, round stones—and he went to face Goliath.
Goliath:
I’m Goliath.  I’m big!...And bold!...And bad!  You wanna fight me?
Philistines:
We’re on his side!
Israelites:
We’re scared—help!
Reader:
The Philistine…drew near unto David…When he saw David, he disdained him; for he was but a youth.
Narrator:
Goliath thought David was a joke!  A baby!  A wimp!

Goliath:
I’m Goliath.  I’m big!...And bold!...And bad!  You wanna fight me?
Philistines:
We’re on his side!
Israelites:
We’re scared—help!
Narrator:
But David went right up to the Philistine and said,
Reader:
“I come to you in the name of the Lord”
Philistines and Israelites:
He’s crazy!
Narrator:
Then David took out a stone, slung it, and knocked Goliath right in the head!
Goliath:
I’m Goliath!  I’m big, and bold, and I have a bad headache.
Israelites:
We’re on his side!
Philistines:
We’re scared—help!
Reader:
So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, striking down the Philistine and killing him; there was no sword in David’s hand.
Narrator:
 With a little stone and a great God, David defeated Goliath and the Israelites chased the Philistines away.  And David showed how mighty even the smallest person can be when that person trusts in God.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Just like David, we have the Lord on our side.  The Lord is much stronger than Goliath.  He is even stronger than any power of the devil.  Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ used his strength to defeat the devil when he died on the cross and rose again on the third day.  Because of his strength we now have forgiveness of sins.  Thanks be to God for His power, so that we will one day inherit eternal life with Him.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We will now collect the offering.  The money collected today will be sent to Erin Mackenzie in order to assist the people at Ysleta Lutheran Mission share the gospel with the people of Mexico.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand...
Let us pray…
Dear Lord, Just as you gave David the victory in his battle with Goliath, we know that when we put our trust in you, you will give us the victory over the giants we face in our daily life.  Thank you for being with us today and every day.  You are the Lord of all good life.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We thank you for the privilege of having St. Paul’s Lutheran School.  We thank you for our parents and teachers who are concerned with our spiritual welfare.  Please guide our school so that all our actions may be God-pleasing.  Help us never to forget each day to pray, that we may begin, continue, and end each day thinking of you and trusting in you.  You know what is best for each and every one of us.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please join us in the Lord’s Prayer…Our Father who Art in Heaven…
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
As we prepare to leave today, let us remember to thank God that he promises to always be with us just as he was with David.  No matter what happens in our lives, we can put our trust and confidence in Him.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Lord bless us and keep us.  May the Lord of love and life, keep us save and in His care until we meet again.
Go and serve the Lord, and share God’s love with others.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please join us in singing “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”.  The words of the song remind us that waking or sleeping, God will always be there for us.  Hymn 922.  Hymn 9-2-2.
