HEAVENBOUND
4th GRADE CLASS CHAPEL

OCTOBER 3, 2014
PRELUDE
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand for the invocation. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Please be seated.  Our opening hymn this morning will be “Father Welcomes”.  Hymn 605.  Hymn 6-0-5.  The Hymn can also be found on page 116 of My First Hymnal (116).
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The responsive sentences are found in your worship folder.  


L:  This is the day which the Lord has made.


C:  We will rejoice and be glad in it.


L:  Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song.


C:  For He had done marvelous things.

L:  Our Lord Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life, he who believes in                             Me, though he die, yet shall he live.


C:  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our first reading this morning is First Corinthians Chapter nine, verses 24-27.

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize?  So run that you may obtain it.  Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.”
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We have something that we can be thankful for that we haven’t even seen or experienced. ..but God’s word tells us it is well worth waiting for!  It’s the Number 1 thing that we are thankful for.  And we are going to talk about it this morning.  Maybe you can guess what it is.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our second reading is 2nd Timothy, chapter 4, verses 7 and 8.  Please stand.

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please be seated.  We will now sing “Onward Christian Soldiers” Hymn 662.  Hymn 6-6-2.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Have you ever won a prize?  It may have been a contest like a Spelling Bee – or maybe first place on your basketball team?  Perhaps you have won a medal for swimming or soccer.  It was a good feeling to win those prizes.  This morning the fourth grade would like to show you some other people winning contests.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Scenario 1
Spelling Bee

Student 1:
I’m really nervous.  This is my first spelling bee.

Student 2:
I was in the spelling bee last year.  I won the blue ribbon.

Student 3:
I’ve been practicing really hard.  I am hoping I win this year.
Principal:
Welcome to the annual St. Paul’s Spelling Bee.  We are glad that you are able to attend.

Moderator:
_____, your first word is Bible. The Bible is God’s word. Bible.

Student 1:
B – I – B – L – E    Bible

Moderator:  
Correct.  _____, your word is Gospel.  The Good News that Jesus     forgave our sins is the Gospel.  Gospel.

Student 2:
Gospel.    G – O – S – P – L – E.   Gospel.

Moderator:   
Incorrect.   _____, you may sit down.  _____, would you please spell the word Gospel?  The Gospel is the good news of our salvation.

Student 3:
Gospel.  G – O – S – P – E – L    Gospel

Moderator:
Great, _____!  We will now begin the second round.  _____, your next word is Heaven.  Heaven is our home.  Heaven.

Student 1:
Heaven.  H – E – V – E – N    Heaven.

Moderator:
Incorrect.  Emily, would you spell the word Heaven?  

Student 3:
Heaven.   H – E – A – V – E – N.  Heaven

Moderator:
Correct.  If you spell the next word correctly, you are our winner.  The word is Salvation.  Jesus won salvation for us.  Salvation.

Student 3:
Salvation – S – A – L – V – A – T – I – O – N      Salvation.

Moderator:
Correct.  You are the winner.  You are the winner of this First Place Medal.

Narrator:
A lot of people have won ribbons and medals for spelling bees, but there are other prizes to be won.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Scenario 2
Chocolate Chip Cookie Baking Contest

Student 1:
 I’ve been baking these cookies all night.  I want them to be just right.

Student 2:
Yours sure look different from mine.  What do you put in them?

Student 3:
Everybody has a secret ingredient that makes them taste different from the others. And you’re not supposed to give away the secret!

Student 1:
Here comes the judge!  I hope he likes chocolate chip cookies!

Judge:  
(Comments after tasting each one carefully.)…Hmmmmm…..Yes…Very tasty…However the Grand Prize goes to the baker of plate Number 3.  (He places the Blue ribbon by plate 3)  And along with the ribbon, you will receive a $50 gift Certificate to Schnucks!

Student 3:
Wow, thanks!  Now I can bake cookies for everyone in my class.

Narrator:
This person was very happy to win a blue ribbon and a gift certificate, but some people try for bigger prizes.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Scenario 3

McDonald’s Contest
(Students come in carrying McDonald’s bags.)

Student 1:
Well, all I need is the “y” in Disney and I am on my way!

Student 2:
I need the “e” and the “y”.

Student 3:
That’s the way it usually is…everyone is looking for the same letter.  That way we can’t pool our letters!

Student 2:
Too bad…that would be easier!

Student 1:
Have you got a penny to scratch this off with?  

Student 3:
Only if…you promise to take us with you if it’s a “y”

Student 1:
Of course, silly…give me the penny!  (He carefully scratches it and



stares in disbelief)

Student 2:
Looks over his shoulder and begins to yell…”We’re going to Disney World….We’re going to Disney World….

Student 1:
Yes!  I think WE are!

(They high 5 each other and go off.)

Narrator:
This winner won an exciting vacation trip, but some people want to win even bigger prizes.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Scenario 4
New Car Drawing


(Two Cardinal fans come to their seats carrying popcorn and a soda.)

Student 1:
Let’s see row 22…seats 4 and 5…I think…yeh, there they are, right



there.  (points to chairs)

Student 2:
SWEET!  We have a great view of the field…and would you look at that



beauty of a doorprize!

Student 1:
A Hummer!  Can you believe we picked this night to come to a game?  

Student 2:
Now that’s a good-looking set of wheels.

Student 1:
I think I’d look great sitting in that driver’s seat…don’t you?

Student 2:
Only if you’re sittin’ next to me!




(They both laugh as they begin to snack.)

Student 2:
Oh, shhh!...Listen!....They are announcing the winning number!




(They both fumble for their tickets.)

Announcer (offstage):  The winning number is …..22034668

Student 1:
That’s it!  That’s MY number!  I can’t believe it!  Let’s go claim my new car.




(They hurry offstage)

Narrator:
This is a prize that a lot of people wish they could win, but there are still bigger prizes for which people strive.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We are always trying to win prizes; in school, at parties, at games, even on television.  Why are we always entering contests for prizes even when we know that the chances of winning are almost impossible?  Well, for some people, they probably need a new car, or the money and they think this is a quick and easy way to get them.  Other people enjoy the excitement of competition, the thrill of being the first to cross the finish line.  For most people, though, they enter the contests just for fun.  In our second Bible reading today St. Paul told about another prize that is given away, “The Crown of Righteousness.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We do not have to scratch off letters to spell HEAVEN.  We do not have to buy a ticket and hope our number is drawn out of a fishbowl.  You don’t even have to fill out an entry form!

Believers in Jesus are promised everlasting life and a home in heaven because of what Jesus has done on the cross for us.  In most games and contests there are only a few winners, but Jesus’ prize is offered to everyone and will be given to all who love Him and believe in Him.
Since Jesus died and rose again to save us, we have the prize of a heavenly home waiting for us.  How wonderful to know that because of Jesus we can ALL be prizewinners and Heaven Bound!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our offerings today will be going to The Wittenberg Project.  “The Latin School” is in the German city of Wittenberg where Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses in 1517. The Wittenberg Project is the mission of restoring this 450-year-old building to serve as a center for the study of Lutheran history and to spread the Gospel in Europe and into all the world.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
During the offering we will sing “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”.  Hymn 594.  Hymn 5-9-4.  The Hymn can also be found in My First Hymnal on page 118 (118).
Please stand as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.  The words of the creed can be found on the back cover of the Lutheran Service Book.  I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth…
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Let us come to our Heavenly Father in prayer...
Heavenly Father - Thank you for this day.  Thank you for our school.  Thank you for eternal life in heaven when we die.  Please help the armed forces.  Please help the world to have more faith in you.  Please help the people who are persecuted for believing in you.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Please join us in the Lord’s Prayer….Our Father

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Receive the blessing of the Lord.  May the love of Christ be with us today and all the days of our life.  Our closing hymn this morning will be “Seek Ye First”  Hymn 712.  Hymn 7-1-2.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
POSTLUDE

