
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
[bookmark: _GoBack]CHAPEL SERVICE – October 2nd, 2015
THE GOOD SAMARITAN
Miss Rudsinski’s Fourth Grade

Good Morning!  We would like to welcome you to chapel today.  Our school theme this year is “Saved to Serve”. It is our prayer that through today’s chapel service you are able to see that because of God’s love and sacrifice for us, we are able to serve others.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand…

In the name of the Father whose love is higher than the heavens above, the Son who loved us enough to give up his life on the cross, and the Holy Spirit who puts faith into our hearts.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We will now confess our sins using the confession printed on your worship sheet.

I confess to you, O Lord that I have sinned against you in many ways.  I have gone on my own way and haven’t been faithful to you.  I have not loved you with my whole heart.  I have broken the commandments.  All of this causes me to feel guilty and I do repent of my sins.  Send your Holy Spirit to change me into a more loving Christian.

For Jesus’ sake, rejoice and be glad!  Because of His love the Lord God Almighty has forgiven us all of our sins.  Be confident that all your sins have been forgiven.  Serve the Lord gladly. Believe and call upon the Lord at all times.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You may be seated…

Please join us in singing our Hymn of the Month, “Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing”.  Hymn 847.  Hymn 8-4-7.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand…

Our first reading this morning is Matthew 22, verses 34 through 39. But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.  And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”  And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please listen to our second reading and the words from 1 John 4 verses 7 through 12.  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.  In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

You may be seated.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please join us in singing our Song of the Month, “A Time to Serve”.  The words to the song are printed on your worship sheet.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Good Samaritan

Lawyer:  Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?
Jesus:  What is written in the Law?  How do you read it?
Lawyer:  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.
Jesus:  You have answered correctly.  Do this and you will live.
Lawyer:  And who is my neighbor?
----------
Jesus answered the man’s question with a parable…

Over in the Holy Land,
so many years ago,
a merchant from Jerusalem
went down to Jericho.  (merchant comes out)
He started out one lovely morn
as dawn began to break; (wait for sign to be placed on easel)
his little donkey carried
all the things he had to take (donkey comes out)

The trip was rather pleasant
as they went down their way;(begin journey)
the merchant thought of all the things that he would do that day.
He had some goods to trade and sell
and many things to buy;
he hoped to get to Jericho
before the night drew nigh.
----------
But little did the merchant know
that farther down the road
a band of robbers eyed with greed the little donkey’s load. (robbers peek around the pulpit)
Alert, with evil hearts, they watched and waited still at last
the unsuspecting merchant and his beast were walking past.

The leader of the bandits gave a terrifying shout, (wait for shout)
and with this sign the thugs emerged and suddenly jumped out.

With great big clubs they beat the man;
they beat him till he bled,
then took his donkey, stole his goods,
and left him almost dead.
----------
A silence settled over all,
the merchant was alone;
he lay there suffering by the road,
and no one heard him moan.
Too weak and dazed to help himself,
all he could do was wait;
would no one come along to help
before it was too late?

But down the road there came a man,
and he was drawing near;
at last the bleeding merchant thought that help was really here!

It was a priest in purple robes,  (Priest comes out)
hands folded as in prayer;
a priest would help the wounded man,
a priest would surely care!
----------
His shuffling footsteps on the road
produced the only sound
while silent was the wounded man
so helpless on the ground.
The priest was busy praying,
his eyes were both shut tight.
But one eye chanced to open
and saw the sorry sight.

“Oh, what a shame!” the priest observed;
I cannot stop today, or I’ll be late for service.
I must be on my way!
I’m sure that someone will come soon,
so I’ll just tell him lie.”
And carefully and quietly
he tiptoed right on by. (Priest leaves)
----------
The merchant was alone again;
was this to be the end?
But then another man came down
the road and round the bed. (Levite comes out)
He was a Levite, who helped the priests,
he sure would understand
that here and now he ought to stop
and lend a helping hand.

The Levite halted in his tracks, (Levite stops)
his eyes grew very wide.
His heart was warm with pity
and felt a pain inside.
He stood there undecided;
he knew he ought to stay,
but what he really wanted was to turn and run away.

“This truly is a horrid sight,”
the troubled Levite said.
“I really do believe he ought
to be at home in bed.
But I’m no doctor, mercy me,
I might do something wrong!
Besides, I feel quite sick myself—
I’d better run along.”
----------
The day was drawing to an end,
and night was coming on; (wait for poster to be placed on easel)
the merchant now would surely die,
for every hope was gone.
But as the shadows of the night
displaced the light of day,
another man came down the road
by which the merchant lay. (merchant comes out)

This man was from Samaria,
his people long had been
despised and hated by the merchant
and all his countrymen.
The chance that this Samaritan
would help was very slim;
he surely wouldn’t want to help
a man who hated him!
----------
But as he came around the bend,
he stopped with great surprise;
for when he saw the merchant there,
he hardly could believe his eyes.
“How can it be?  This wounded man
is out here all alone;
I would have come here sooner, friend,
if I had only known!”

And then the kind Samaritan
got down upon his knee;
he tried the very best he could
to help his enemy.
----------
He gently bound each bloody wound
and tried to ease the pain;
oh, surely, it would be too bad
if he had helped in vain!

But when he’d given all the help
that he knew how to give,
he saw that now, without a doubt,
the wounded man would live!
He gently placed the merchant on
his donkey’s back, and then
the two men and the donkey small
went down the road again.

They had to travel very slow.
It was a lonely night.
At last this kind Samaritan
beheld a welcome sight. (wait for sign to be placed on easel)
----------
He saw a warm and cozy inn
beside the road ahead;
he took the merchant to the inn
and put him right to bed.


Before the good Samaritan
went on along his way,
he paid the keeper of the inn
to let the merchant stay.
“Be sure to take good care of him,” he said,
“for I intend
to pay in full, when I return,
for everything you spend.”
----------
“Now,” asked our Lord,
“Who helped his fellowman in every way he could”
Who was the one who acted here
the way a neighbor should?”
The priest you’ll say (priest comes out), was not the one—
he hurried right on by;
nor did the Levite help the man— (levite comes out)
he seemed afraid to try.

The good Samaritan (Samaritan comes out)—he was
the only one to stay;
and though the merchant hated him,
he helped him anyway.
How wonderful if you and I and all God’s children would
show such a love to all we meet
as Jesus said we should!  Gather letters
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This parable Jesus told reminds us that we should love and serve our neighbor.  This includes people of different races, religions, beliefs, and those that look down on us or we look down on them. 

We have a difficult time trying to serve others, especially to those who don’t quite seem to be our neighbors.  Because of Jesus’ love for us, through His death and resurrection, we are able to serve others.  We are…Saved to Serve!!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our offerings today will be going to help care for Tabby, our Comfort Dog.  Tabby not only helps the members of our church congregation, but comforts anyone who is in need.  The offerings will now be collected.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
As the creed this morning, please join us in saying the Apostles’ Creed.  The Apostles’ Creed can be found on the inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth…
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let us pray…
Dear Heavenly Father,
Please be with Andrew Lewis.  Please be with anyone that is traveling, sick, in the hospital, or has tests or quizzes.  Please help anyone in need.  Thank you for this wonderful day.  Thank you for giving us schools to go to, food to eat, and shelter to live in.  Most importantly we thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ to die on the cross and save our sins.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen

Let us now pray the prayer our Heavenly Father taught us…

Our Father who art in heaven…
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Both 4th Grade classes will now sing the song “Make Me a Servant”.  Please join us in singing the song the second time through.

Class Song: “Make Me a Servant”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Lord bless us and keep us.  May the Lord of love and life, keep us safe and in His care until we meet again.

Go in peace, serve the Lord, and share God’s love with others.

Please join us in singing Hymn 922, “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”.  Hymn 9-2-2.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
