WHEN GOD REIGNS-HE POURS
 October 6th, 2010
Miss Rudsinski’s 4th Grade Class

Good Morning!  We would like to welcome you to chapel today.  In our chapel service today, you will be reminded of how our Heavenly Father showers His blessings on us every day.  It is our prayer that the love of God will be in your hearts as we worship God today.

Please stand…
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We will now confess our sins using the confession printed on your worship sheet.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, but what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For Jesus’ sake, rejoice and be glad!  Because of His love the Lord God Almighty has forgiven us all of our sins.  Be confident that all your sins have been forgiven.  Serve the Lord gladly.  Believe and call upon the Lord at all times.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You may be seated…

To show our appreciation to the Lord for forgiving our sins, let us join together in singing Hymn 611, “Chief of Sinners, Though I Be”. Hymn 6-1-1.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our first Bible reading this morning comes from the 9th chapter of Genesis beginning at verse 8.  Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him.  “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as come out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth.  I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:  I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh.  And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.  When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”  God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

This is the word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our second reading comes from Philippians Chapter 4 verse 19.  And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

This is the word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

We will now sing “Now Thank We All Our God” Hymn 895.  Hymn 8-9-5.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WHEN GOD REIGNS…HE POURS!

	Noah was minding God’s business when something extraordinary happened.  God came to walk and talk with his good friend, Noah.

	Noah walked with God every day, but this walk was special.  Noah could hear the disappointment in God’s voice as He talked about the world He created.  God talked and Noah listened.  He talked about sin, anger, violence, and hatred.  Noah found out that only a few people on earth considered God their friend.  God shared a plan with His good friend Noah.  The God who reigned over all creation told Noah that He would be sending lots of rain to cover the earth in a flood.  It was a sad day.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	Noah would play a special part in God’s plan.  Noah kept listening (and taking notes)!  God told Noah to build an ark with three decks.  God told him how long and wide it should be.  God even told Noah about building a roof for the ark, hoping the plans wouldn’t be over his head.  Noah had quite a job ahead of him!  He knew he should have taken that Arkitecture class in college!

 Noah wondered why the ark would need to be so big for his family of eight.  Noah was glad He walked with God because now it looked as though he would float with Him too!  He was going on a cruise with God!  Oh, there was one more thing.  God told him that there would be some other guests on the ark.  Two of every animal would be joining them!  An ark flooded with animals!  Noah quickly got back to minding God’s business!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	Noah’s nosey neighbors made fun of Noah for building the ark and waiting for a flood!  “You and your God are all wet, Noah!”  As Noah hammered harder, he mumbled back, “God keeps His promises!”

	“Whatever floats your boat, Noah!”  They said, laughing all the way home.

	The last thing Noah had to install on the ark were flood lights.  Then, it was finished.  “I’m ready!”  Noah called out to neighbors who were watering their lawn.

	Noah’s wife came out for a look.  She was so proud of her husband.

	Now that the ark was ready Noah wondered how he would gather all the animals.  But as soon as he turned around, he saw that God was taking care of that.  The animals came from every direction.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	First came Mr. Deer and his dear deer wife, Doe.

	The butterflies fluttered by carrying their beautiful clothes in a suitcase lined with moth balls.
	
	Mr. and Mrs. Grizzly didn’t have any clothes to pack because they were bare bears!

	The kangaroos had quite a trip.  Earlier in the day they jumped to Conclusions (a town several miles down the Road to Hoppiness) where they were eating a bowl of chili at their favorite restaurant, MarSOUPials.  You could say that their trip to the ark was a leap of faith, but they were glad to be onboard with the rest of God’s creatures.

	The mosquitoes snuck on board without Noah or his wife seeing them.  (Throughout the voyage, Noah’s family couldn’t figure why they would wake up with bites all over their bodies!  Little did they realize they were the food supply!)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	The ants requested a room on the opposite end of the ark from the anteaters.

	The ducks enjoyed wading in line while Mr. and Mrs. Hyena quaked them up.

	The elephants requested a king-sized bed and an extra-large room so they would have a place for their trunks.

	The owls didn’t give a hoot where they stayed.

	The raccoons were so excited about the trip, they ran rings around Noah.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	Noah had a special room built for the skunks.  That idea made a lot of scents to the rest of the animals.

	Noah found Otter Number Two waiting in line but where was. . . oh, there’s the otter one.

	Noah told the dolphins to follow along-side the ark.  They were happy with that plan, feeling like they had found their porpoise in life.

	It was a tall order finding a place for the giraffes.  Noah finally found a place for them—just in the neck of time—because it was starting to rain!  All the animals were in place.  That is, all of them except kittens and puppies.  Noah figured they wouldn’t be needed since it would soon be raining cats and dogs!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	And did it rain…and rain…and rain…and rain…for forty days and forty nights!  The water rose higher and higher.  Noah prayed to God asking him to lead His family.  Noah’s family continued to trust that God was reigning as King above his creation.  They trusted God through the thunder.  They trusted God through the lightning.  (They would have trusted even if the roof would have rusted.)

	Finally, it stopped raining, 960 hours (that’s 57,600 minutes, if you’re interested) after it began.  It took many months for the rain to soak into the earth.

	Noah, his wife, and their children tried to help the animals pass the time.

	Sometimes they would sing.  Two of their favorite songs were, “Noah Row the Boat Ashore” and “Arky, Arky.”

	They also tried playing pin the tail on the donkeys but needless to say, the donkeys weren’t too thrilled about that!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	The animals wanted to play baseball but the bats wouldn’t come out of the belfry.  For obvious reasons, the lions and cheetahs wanted to be the score keepers if they did play.  (No one wanted to be on the rattlesnake’s team because they kept striking out.)

	The eels won the talent show with an electrifying dance to a beach song.  (The flamingos were tickled pink and gave the eels a standing ovation—well, a one-legged ovation!)

	Meal times were interesting.  The pigs tried to hog all of the food.  The chameleons could never decide what to eat.  They kept changing their mind (along with their color).

	One day, the ark came to rest on a mountain.  Noah opened the window on the ark and let a raven fly out.  It flew back and forth but there was no place to land.  Later he sent out a dove but his beak was also empty, making the forecast bleak for the arkeologists on board.  But Noah knew God would save them.  God had always kept His promises.  The next dove came back with an olive branch in his beak.  Noah knew that his crew would soon be able to branch out on dry land.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	After he sent a dove out again and it didn’t return, Noah knew it was time to leave the ark.  The door from the ark was opened and animals went running in every direction.  But Noah and His family went running to their God who reigns over all.  They built an altar and worshiped God.

	Then something extraordinary happened.  God came to visit.  God came to talk with His good friend, Noah.  God said, “Noah, never again will I destroy all the living creatures, as I have done.  I will give a sign in the sky to remind you and me that I will never do this again.”  The sign was a rainbow.  God looked at the sign and at His friend Noah, and he was pleased.

	From that day on, whenever Noah saw a rainbow he smiled at God, who reigns over all creation.  He knew that when God reigned, he poured out His blessings, flooding His creation with love.

	Noah would also smile whenever he saw a donkey with five tails or a dancing eel, and even when he got a mosquito bite!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
God continues to bless His children today, just as he blessed Noah and his family.  We are nowhere near perfect and deserve death because of our sins.  Because of God’s great love for us, He sent his one and only Son to suffer and die on the cross to pay for our sinfulness.  What a blessing to know that we have been forgiven because of Jesus death and resurrection!  Not only are we forgiven, but He gives us all that we need for earthly lives, including clothing, food, homes, parents, and friends.  What a GREAT God we have to serve and praise!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The 4th Graders from Miss Rudsinski’s class are now going to sing a song of praise to God, the creator and provider of our blessings.  We are going to sing the hymn “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow”.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our Offerings today will be going to Ysleta Lutheran Mission.  The money will be used to provide needed materials to the people of El Paso, Texas.  Other items such as new or slightly used baseball equipment, toys, and personal items are also being collected.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  The words of the creed can be found on the back cover of your hymnal.  I believe…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Let us come to our Heavenly Father in prayer…O God, you are the Lord of all good life;  Help us to be faithful in everything that you have given us to do.
Help us to be careful and honest in our work and that everything we do be nothing but our best.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Help us to be regular in our attendance, both at church and Sunday School, and here at school, that we may find joy in worshiping.

Help us never to forget each day to pray, that we may begin, continue, and end each day thinking of You. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Help us to be thankful for the many undeserved blessings you give us every day.  Please join us in the Lord’s Prayer…Our Father
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Receive the blessing of the Lord.  May the love of Christ be with us today and all the days of our Life.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our closing hymn this morning will be our Hymn of the Month:  Hymn 656 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.  Hymn 6-5-6 .
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