GOD’S WILL IS DONE…THE STORY OF JONAH
 October 7th, 2011
Miss Rudsinski’s 4th Grade Class

Good Morning!  We would like to welcome you to chapel today.  In our chapel service today, you will be reminded of how our God has a special plan in mind for us.  This is not always our plan, but He knows what is best for us and His will is done.  It is our prayer that the love of God will be in your hearts as we worship God today.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand…
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We will now confess our sins using the confession printed on your worship sheet.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For Jesus’ sake, rejoice and be glad!  Because of His love the Lord God Almighty has forgiven us all of our sins.  Be confident that all your sins have been forgiven.  Serve the Lord gladly.  Believe and call upon the Lord at all times.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
During the song, Amazing Grace, we are reminded that  because of God’s Grace , not anything we do, we will have eternal life with Him.  Please join us in singing our Song of the Month, Amazing Grace.  The words are printed in your worship folder.  You may be seated.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please join us in reading the Psalm of Thanksgiving printed in your worship folder (Psalm 138).
Leader:  I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise:
People:  You are God and Your will is done!
Leader:  I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word.
People:  You are God and Your will is done!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Leader:  On the day I called, you answered me; my strength of soul you increased.
People:  You are God and Your will is done!
Leader:  All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lord, for they have heard the words of your mouth,
People:  You are God and Your will is done!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Leader:  and they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.
People:  You are God and Your will is done!
Leader:  For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he knows from afar.
People:  You are God and Your will is done!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Leader:  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and your right hand delivers me.
People:  You are God and Your will is done!
Leader:   The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love endures forever.  Do not forsake the work of your hands.
People:  You are God and Your will is done!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
You may be seated…
Our first Bible reading this morning comes from 1 Chronicles chapter 16 verse 11.
Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually!

This is the word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our second reading comes from Proverbs chapter 3 verses 5-6.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

This is the word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We will now sing I am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus.  Hymn 729.  Hymn 7-2-9.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
During our message today you are going to hear about a man from the Bible named Jonah and how his plans were not God’s plans.

	Once there was a man named Jonah, a very ordinary man, not rich, not poor.  One thing about Jonah, though, was that he loved to argue.  He could be hard-headed and stubborn.  He could even look mean sometimes.  (Jonah looks mean.)

	Even when Jonah received a message from God, he argued.  One time God told Jonah that He had an errand for him.  God said, “Jonah, I have a job for you.  You are to go to Nineveh and tell them they’d better repent of their sins before I turn them into a smoldering heap of ash.  I’ll give them 40 days.  Then look out!”

	Jonah thought for a moment, and then he said, “God, forget it.” 

 	Instead of heading for Nineveh, Jonah caught a ship for Tarshish, in just the opposite direction.

	Now God didn’t like this at all. So he caused a hurricane to come up and scare the sailors on board.  (sailors shiver)  The winds blew and blew and blew.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	Then the captain woke up Jonah who raised the brilliant question, “Are we almost there?”

	“There?” said the captain.  “Look at those winds!” The winds blew.  The sailors shivered in fright. 

 Jonah admitted, “Guys, it’s probably my fault.”  He said, “God is after me because I’ve done something wrong.”

The captain said, “Well, pray, Jonah!”

Jonah said, “It won’t do any good.  Throw me overboard.”  

“I could never do that,” said the captain.  The winds blew.  People got angry at Jonah.  Finally, they dumped him in the sea.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Immediately the winds stopped.   As Jonah floated away from the ship, he could hear the captain speaking prayers to Jonah’s God, the one, true God.

Soon enough, Jonah found himself floating toward what looked to be a giant cave.  But as he got closer, he noticed that the cave had two eyes over its mouth.  Suddenly, he found himself being swallowed whole by a gigantic fish.  (whale swallows Jonah)  And there inside that fish Jonah sat and sat for 3 whole days.

There in the gut of that giant fish he asked God to forgive him and to give him another chance.  He even promised to go to Nineveh.

Then something phenomenal happened.  The fish threw up Jonah right onto dry ground.  (Fish players and Jonah act this out).

Jonah wept tears of joy once he had gotten over the shock of being regurgitated.  And sure enough, he went to Nineveh.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The people in Nineveh were just as Jonah had expected—rude, crude, and mean.  When Jonah told them they’d better repent of their sin in 40 days they’d be no more, they laughed and laughed. 

But the king said, “Quiet, you crazy people!” …and they did.  Jonah told his story, and sure enough, the whole city turned around.  It was an amazing thing.  Everybody actually repented of their sins!

And God saved them from being destroyed right on the spot.  Everybody was happy…I mean everybody, except one person.  Guess who?

Right…Jonah.  He was back to his old nasty, argumentative self.

Jonah said to God, “You’re too soft for me, Lord.  I knew you’d do this.  You should have destroyed the city.  Instead, You showed them mercy.  I’m depressed.  If you don’t mind, I think I’ll just …just be depressed, alone, and angry.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
God  said gently, “Do you really think, Jonah, that you have a right to be angry?”  Jonah didn’t answer.  He just went out by himself to be depressed, alone, and angry.

That night, God caused a big plant to grow up over Jonah.  Jonah loved that plant because it gave him shade in the hot afternoon.  He was very happy.  The whole day he enjoyed the shade of his new friend.

But the next morning, God  made a little worm attack that plant and kill it.  Jonah was very upset.  He told God that he’d just as soon die.  He didn’t have a friend left.  Even his plant was dead.

God said, “You feel sorry for a little plant that you only had for a day.  What about me Jonah?  I created all those people in Nineveh.  I love them.  Don’t I have a right to save them if I choose?”
	
And as the Bible tells it, Jonah finally got the message that God can do what He wants to do, and that He’ll get it done sooner or later…even if WE get in HIS way.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In the end, Jonah finally realized that God had a plan for him and nothing was going to get in the way of that plan.  Sometimes we have plans for ourselves.  The plans that we have for ourselves may not always be what God has in mind.  Sometimes we get angry if things don’t happen just the way we think they should happen.  We are sinful in so many ways, even when we think we know more than God. Then, just like Jonah, we need to ask for forgiveness.  Because of God’s GREAT love for us, Jesus suffered and died on the cross to pay for our sins.  Jesus was in the tomb 3 days and triumphantly rose from the grave.  Through His death and resurrection we receive the free gift of eternal life.   So, how should we live in in response to his amazing love for us?  We should praise God for his great wisdom in knowing what is best for us and praise him for all of the blessings He gives us through Jesus Christ our Savior.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The 4th Graders from Miss Rudsinski’s class are now going to sing a song of praise to God, the creator and provider of our blessings.  We are going to sing the hymn “Praise God, from whom all Blessings Flow”.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our Offerings today will be going to Ysleta Lutheran Mission.  The money will be used to support God’s work being done at the mission in El Paso, Texas.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please stand as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  The words of the creed can be found on the back cover of your hymnal.  I believe…
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Let us come to our Heavenly Father in prayer…

Heavenly Father, 
	Please help Pastor Smith recover from his surgery and, if it be your will, let him get better quickly.  Please help him to stop hurting from his surgery.  Please help him to feel better and help him to preach the sermon once again.  Please help him to recover and feel better without any problems.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	We pray for the people in Ysleta.  They are faced with no jobs, drug violence, and many killings.  We pray that our mission there will bring hope as they learn about you.  Nothing can be successful without you and we pray that your blessings, and will, be done there.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	We pray for Joplin, Missouri.  Guard and protect those who are still suffering from the tornadoes.  Bless our book collection.  May it be a blessing for all who use the donated books.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	Help us to make the right decisions in our actions.  Help our actions be pleasing to you.  Also let our actions help others, and not to harm them.  Thank you for giving us your word to guide us.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Help us to be thankful for the many undeserved blessings you give us every day.  In Your most holy name we pray.  Amen.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please join us in saying the Lord’s Prayer with Luther’s Explanation of the 2nd Petition.

	L:	Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
	C:	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name,
		Thy kingdom come.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	L:	What does this mean?
	C:	The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, 
		but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.

	L:	How does God’s kingdom come?
	C:	God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, 
		so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here 
		in time and there in eternity.

	C:	Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, …
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please join us in a Thanksgiving Litany for our School.
Leader:  For St. Paul’s Lutheran School,
Congregation:  We thank you heavenly Father.
Leader:  For our teachers and others who make sure we get a good education and grow in your Word,
Congregation:  We thank You, heavenly Father.
Leader:  Please continue to bless our school.  Help us to see that even here, at our school, You are God, and Your will is done.
Congregation:  In Jesus’ name we pray.   Amen.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[bookmark: _GoBack]Receive the blessing of the Lord.  May the love of Christ be with us today and all the days of our life. You may be seated.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our closing hymn will be All You Works of God, Bless the Lord.  Hymn 930.  Hymn 9-3-0.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
